AVID:  Advancement Via Individual Determination
“It’s what you learn after you know it all that counts.”

Mrs. Allison Winer
Room 1-149
(727)669-1131

winera@pcsb.org
Palm Harbor University High School

Syllabus 2012-2013
The AVID system accelerates student learning, uses research based methods of effective instruction, provides meaningful and motivational professional development, and acts as a catalyst for systemic reform and change.
Course Objectives:

· Investigate learning styles that meet the needs of the student.

· Learn organizational and study skills to increase academic success

· Increase knowledge and practical application of critical thinking skills

· Compare and contrast college and universities based on student’s needs and goals.

· Enrichment and motivational activities to increase self-motivation, and leadership skills.

· Obtain access to college level tutoring, and college awareness through college interactions.

· Increase vocabulary skills and writing skills needed for college level writing

· Increase skills in various forms of writing, including narrative and analysis writing

· Practice reading and testing skills in preparation for SAT/ACT testing

· Read independently to improve the lexile score and foster life long reading habits
The following is a general schedule for the year.  Each semester is broken up into 3 six-week grading periods.  I have not put in specific titles at this time.  The students will be notified of all specific assignments as we get closer to that time period.  This schedule is subject to change.

The AVID curriculum, is based on rigorous standards, was developed by middle and senior high school teachers in collaboration with college professors. It is driven by the WICR method, which stands for writing, inquiry, collaboration, and reading. 
Material Covered During AVID:
Team Building 

Multiple Intelligence/ Learning Styles

Vocabulary  

AVID principles

Binders

Cornell Notes

WICR
Essay Writing

Reading Strategies

College Project

Career Inventories

Guest Speakers

College Field Trip

Tutorials
Study Skills

Test Taking Skills

Scheduling and Planning

Materials Needed
It is the student’s responsibility to come to class prepared.  The following items will be required throughout the year.  I will notify the students when any special items will be needed prior to the date the items are required.
3-inch Binder 
Dividers (at least 8)

Page Protectors (50)

Index Cards

Post-it Notes

Highlighters

Pencils

Paper

Pens

Pencil Pouch (Must fit in the Binder)

One Roll of Duct tape (any color)

Notebook Paper

**Donations Needed: Pencils, Tissues, Notebook Paper, Copy Paper, Index Cards, Post-it Notes, Hand Sanitizer, Glue Sticks, Band-Aids, Scissors, Clorox Wipes, and Construction Paper.
Movie List:

The following movies will be viewed partially, via YouTube, or fully in class.  If you have any objections to your student viewing the following films please let me know.  An alternate assignment and location will be given to your student for the duration of that film.  All movies are rated PG-13 or less.

Various Disney Films

Pursuit of Happiness

Blindside

College Road Trip

Forrest Gump

Top Gun

We are Marshall

Percy Jackson

Freedom Writers

Cool Runnings

Pay it Forward

A Walk to Remember

Dangerous Minds

Beastly

Grading Policy:  All work is due on the due date!  LATE WORK will be accepted one day late for half credit.  TRF’s must be turned in on due date.  They will not be accepted late.  
If the student missed school for an absence, school function, or a tardy, it is the student’s responsibility to inquire about the missing assignment, and make arrangements to make-up the work. School policy for absences is a 24 hour make-up period.

There will be a daily participation grade given for all in class work. It is important to attend class and be an active participant in ALL lessons.  All daily work is due at the end of the period. 

Lessons are posted on the board weekly and it is the student’s responsibility to write down the assignments and keep track of the work for the class.  All of the weekly assignments are posted on my portal site.
Rules for Success

Respect

Respect others and their opportunity to learn

Respect yourself:  Do YOUR BEST Work
Respect property:  If it is not yours - ask first!!!!!

Respect Mrs. Winer:  Listen, participate, and follow directions.

Responsibility

Come to class prepared:  Textbook, reading book, paper, pencil or pen, binder.

Turn in work by the due dates.  Do your own work.  Cheating is NOT TOLERATED!

Come to class on time.  All tardies and absences will be documented according to school policy. Follow the school dress code.

Self-Motivation

Try your best!

Come to class with a good attitude (
Ask questions!  There are NO dumb questions.

Tardy Policy:  

Tardies are disruptive to the whole class.  You are tardy if you are not in your seat when the final bell rings.  All students who are tardy need to sign-in on the tardy log in the classroom.  

1st Offense:  Verbal Warning

2nd Offense:  Detention

3rd Offense:  Detention 

4th Offense:  Referral

Electronics Policy:

ALL cell phones, mp3 players, and iPods are not permitted in the class.  Electronic devices need to be turned off and put away.  All electronic devices are the responsibility of the owner.  Bring them at your own risk!

Behavior Consequences:  Severe Clause = Referral

1st Offense:  Verbal Warning

2nd Offense:  Detention

3rd Offense:  Detention 

4th Offense:  Referral

Frequently Asked Questions:

What does my student do if they need to leave class?  All students must turn in a parent note allowing them to leave class early and obtain a PTL (permission to leave) prior to school starting.  Students are not allowed to call parents for permission to leave from their cell phones during school.

What is the class policy for leaving class for minor emergencies?  All students must sign-out on the class log, and obtain a pass.  Students are allowed to go to their lockers, the bathroom, and the office ONLY after Mrs. Winer is done teaching the core lesson.  There are NO passes given the first 10 minutes of class.

What if I am too busy to complete my homework due to extra curricular activities?  Homework and classwork is the responsibility of the student.  All students must participate in class and complete all outside work.  Ample time will be given for large projects, so the student will need to schedule time to complete the work.  All work is assigned on the board weekly.
How do I make up a test/ or quiz?  There are two options.  One is to take it during class when it is independent work time.  The other option is on Wednesdays during NHS tutoring in the library from 1 pm to 2 pm.  You may come in and Mrs. Winer will meet you with the test in the media center.  This will be independent work time.

How do I earn my grade in this class?  Participation is a MUST.  Participation counts for 120 points each grading period. There will be daily assignments, quizzes, pretests/posttests, projects, presentations, and homework.  Each assignment is given a point value.  You may check your progress on portal.  Grades will be updated weekly.

How do students contact Mrs. Winer?  There are NO VISITORS allowed during class time.  If you need to see me for a question on work, to say hello, or any reason please come by before school at 6:50 am, or after school.  There are no students allowed during lunches!

How do parents contact Mrs. Winer?  I am available by email everyday all day!  winera@pcsb.org.  That is the best way to reach me.  If you need to contact me by phone I can return calls between 2 pm and 4 pm most days.  Please email me your number and I will return your call.  If you would like to set-up a conference those are done through our guidance department in the front office.



Dear Families,

My name is Allison Winer, and I am so excited to be teaching at Palm Harbor

University. If at any time during the school year you have any questions, please email me at winera@pcsb.org. Email is the most successful way to contact me. If I have not responded to your email within 24 hours please email me again.

I know this is going to be a wonderful year.  Please take a moment to look over the Student Code of Conduct with your student.  The procedures included are what PHUHS adheres to for behavior, dress code, and absences.
Have a wonderful rest of the school year, 



Students need to keep the above portion/   Return the following portion

________________________________________________________________________
I have read over the classroom policies within the course syllabus for Mrs. Winer’s class.  I understand the expectations of the class, and course requirements.

Student’s name:____________________________________________


Parent’s name:_____________________________________________

Parent’s signature:__________________________________________

Parent’s phone number:______________________________________

Parent’s email address:_______________________________________

Great American Teach-In:  November 15th


This is a great opportunity to come into the class, and volunteer.  The students love to hear about your career, hobbies, travels, and college experiences.  Each class period is 47 minutes long.  Please feel free to sign-up for one of more class periods.

_____     Yes, I would like to participate as a speaker during the Great American Teach-In.  I am available for the following class periods:  1    2    3    4    5     6    7
Important Dates:

Back to school night:   August 27th Picture Day: August 30th
**Donations Needed: Pencils, Tissues, Notebook Paper, Copy Paper, Index Cards, Post-it Notes, Hand Sanitizer, Glue Sticks, Band-Aids, Scissors, Clorox Wipes, and Construction Paper.
